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In all these things, we wish you a very happy holiday season!

In Service,

A  Message fr� the CEO

As we enter the holiday season I contemplate the thousands of men, women, and children who 

have no place to lay their heads.  I am saddened that there are many who have no place to call 

home. November was National Homelessness Awareness Month, and we remain committed to 

diminishing the number of unhoused people in our country.  Last year 582,642 people 

experienced housing insecurity. 

Housing insecurity has no specific race, gender, age, or sexual orientation. The factors that 

impact this social justice issue affects families as well as single individuals. SELF Inc. strives to 

Strengthen and Empower Lives and Futures by creating innovative programs to provide 

housing opportunities, employment opportunities, and supportive services to change the 

trajectory of the lives of those we serve. 

As a housing provider with 5 emergency shelters, 6 programs, and 35 scattered sites for 

shared housing we served over 7,000 people last year. We continue to strive to create an 

environment where participants are served with respect and care. The staff at SELF Inc. is 

comprised of people from many walks of life including those with lived experience and those in 

recovery. While our team is diverse, we share a common goal, to provide dignity to those who 

are experiencing hard times.

It is with a hopeful heart and extended hands we give holiday cheer, send thoughts of love, and 

wish peace to all we serve!  The greatest gift is to be able to serve those in need. The greatest 

challenge is to fight against oppression. The greatest feat is to ensure humanity is treasured 

and valued. 
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Source:  https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-cherelle-parker-citys-100th-mayor/

Congratulations to Cherelle Parker, at podium, Philadelphia’s first female mayor! This is a 

remarkable milestone and SELF Inc. Board Chairman Rev. Dr. W. Wilson Goode Sr., right, was 

on hand for Parker’s victory party Nov. 7. Goode, the city’s first Black mayor from 1984 to 1992, 

said the main issues facing the new mayor are public safety, poverty, and education, and 

Parker is the right person for the job. “Because of her background,” he said. “She’s lived it. She 

knows about it, and she knows how to go about dealing with it.”



When participants find housing and 

move out of the shelter they have 

“successfully discharged”.  SELF’s 

tradition is to have participants ring the 

bell when they successfully discharge.   

SELF Inc. is proud to announce 

annually, we average 78.25% per year 

of successful discharges!

Our Program Partner, Lehigh Valley Barber School visits Station House once a month to 

give participants free haircuts.  A small thing like getting free haircuts helps boost 

participant's self-confidence when looking for employment or saving for housing.



Station House, at 2601 N. Broad St., held its 3rd annual Block Party on Friday, June 30, 

2023, to promote good health and fellowship as the summer season kicked off.  There 

was good food, and we also had the Frazier Family Coalition attend to provide 

lifesaving health screenings and give care packages to the participants.  “Our job here 

is to not only provide the unhoused with a safe place at their most vulnerable time, but 

also to enhance their lives in whatever way we can,” says Station House Program 

Director Josef Taylor.  Besides the participants from Station House, members of SELF 

Inc.’s family of shelters were invited to take advantage of this opportunity.  

“This event is important because knowledge is power and getting these health 

screenings will empower our participants,” Taylor says.

We had 20 volunteers from our program partner, PayCom, along with Stewart 

Savage of Optimal Prime Painting give on Friday, July 14, 2023 of their time to revitalize 

the corridor areas within Station House creating an environment that encourages 

hope, inspiration, and a sense of dignity for our participants.
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Tashanda Watkin    10/01
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Christopher Pickett    10/11
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James Pickron    11/13
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Click our
GET INVOLVED tab 

on our website, 
www.selfincorp.org
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