


HIGHLIGHTING 
IFE WELLNES CENTER 

lfe Wellness Center is perhaps the most unique shelter in Philadelphia as this shelter 

is a direct referral emergency housing program for participants who are willing to be 

enrolled in a recovery treatment program, agree to stay in treatment for substance 

use disorders and or other mental health issues and acknowledge to themselves and 

our team a desire to stop using, maintain their physician proscribed treatments 

while remaining open minded, learning to live their best lives. 

Mayor Jim Kenney issued Opioid Emergency Response Executive Order 3-18 

establishing an emergency response to help combat Philadelphia's opioid epidemic 

and in November of 2018 the Office of Homeless Services under Mission Area 3 

engaged SELF Incorporated to establish a comprehensive navigation center for 

individuals displaced by the clearing of the encampments. On January 31st, 2019, lfe 

Wellness was opened at 801 West Girard Avenue on the 2nd floor of the Hawthorn 

Building. 



Today this program has evolved serving 

80 participants of which 24 are reserved 

for female identified participants. While lfe 

still provides a navigation center capability 

for participants who are engaged by OHS 

and the Department of Behavioral Health 

and Intellectual disability Services 

Outreach teams, lfe also accepts direct 

referrals from substance use disorder 

treatment centers and other related 

service agencies who need emergency 

housing support for their exiting 

participants who qualify for the lfe 

program. lfe also holds twenty additional 

beds for the OHS Winter Initiative, beds 

used to house encampment participants 

asked to relocate or because of a City 

CODE weather event. These special beds 

remain available for the duration of that 

event or action. 

IFE TRANSLATED IN 

ENGLISH IS DEFINED 

AS THE NOUN LOVE IN 

THE YORUBA 

LANGUAGE AND LOVE 

IS A CORE VALUE OF 

IFE WELLNESS. 

TUESDAY AFTERNOONS AT 1PM 

lfe has its weekly community meeting 

where we all gather to discuss 

important community issues and 

announce and enroll participants in 

new and upcoming workshop courses 

and activities. We also have our various 

program partners present to our 

participants from time to time. Pictured 

below are lfe participants from a recent 

community meeting. 















� SELF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

"I'm excited to announce that I recently earned a Master Degree in 

Public Health, (MPH) from West Chester University with a concentration 

in Community Health. I have always been passionate about positively 

impacting communities, and this degree has equipped me with the 

knowledge and skills to do just that. I look forward to applying my 

expertise to create healthier, thriving environments and contribute to the 

well-being of those around me. Thank you for your continued support 

on this journey!" 

Davida Ramirez 

Davida Ramirez has been employed with SELF Inc. Susquehanna House 

since 10-11-21. With her hard work and absorbing any information 

through trainings that has been provided, she was promoted to 

Participant Advocate Supervisor on 1-9-23. She has assisted Program 

Director and absorbed the information needed to further her skills. 

Unfortunately, Program Director; Joanne Wodarski went out on medical 

leave for 3 months. Davida stepped in with her leadership skills and 

made it work. With being a team player, she done a fantastic job to hold 

everything and everybody together. 

Again, thank you Davida for the loyalty and dedication to Susquehanna 

House team. 
The certificate is from all 

Susquehanna H 
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